
PROGRAMME 

 

5.30pm  Registration and Tea/Coffee 

 

6.00pm  Sir George Quigley: Welcome Address 

 

  Michael Anderson: Research Overview 

 

Panel: Sammy Douglas, MLA; Frankie Gallagher; Naomi Long, MP; Basil McCrea, 

MLA; Dr Duncan Morrow; Dr Peter Shirlow 

 

7.00pm  Q&A 

 

7.30pm  Wine Reception 

 

CHAIR 

Sir George Quigley is the Chairperson of IBIS. He obtained a PH.D. in medieval ecclesiastical history 

from Queens University, Belfast. Entering the Northern Ireland Civil Service he was Permanent 

Secretary, successively, of the Departments of Manpower Services, Commerce, Finance, and Finance 

and Personnel. In 1989 he became Chairman of Ulster Bank. He also served on the Main Board of 

Nat West and as Chairman of the Royal Bank of Scotland Pension Fund. His roles in public life in 

Northern Ireland have included Chairmanship of the NI Economic Council and the Royal Group of 

Hospitals and conduct of a Review of the Parades Commission. In the Republic he has been President 

of the Economic and Social Research Institute. His current appointments include the Chairmanship of 

Bombardier Aerospace Northern Ireland and of Lothbury Property Trust. In 2009 he was elected a 

Member of the Royal Irish Academy. 

PANEL 

Sammy Douglas MLA is a well-known figure in East Belfast, having extensive experience working 
with a wide range of community, voluntary and church groups in the constituency. Prior to his 
election to the Northern Ireland Assembly in May 2011, he worked as Social and Economic 
Regeneration Advisor to East Belfast Partnership, helping to establish job creation schemes and 
attracted funding over £90million during his career. Sammy is a founding member of the East Belfast 
Interface Group where he worked to address community conflict and encourage dialogue between 
unionists and nationalists living in those interface areas. Sammy is a member of the Committee for 
Employment and Learning and the Committee for Social Development. 

In addition to his MLA duties, Sammy is heavily involved in a number of important community 
projects within East Belfast.  He is Project Champion for the Connswater Community Greenway, a 
£32 million project to create a 9km linear park through East Belfast. He is also Project Champion for 
the regeneration of Templemore Avenue School.  

Sammy holds a number of Voluntary Directorships including on the East Belfast Community 
Development Agency, Ullans (Ulster Scots) Academy and the Hanwood Trust in Tullycarnet. He also 
co-ordinated the development of the Enler Complex in Ballybeen.  A former member of the Harland 
& Wolff Task Force and Laganside Corporation Sammy was awarded an MBE in November 2002 by 



Her Majesty the Queen for services to the community in Belfast. He has also received a 
Commendation for Outstanding Leadership from the United States Department of Commerce. 

Frankie Gallagher is current Managing Director of Charter for Northern Ireland and has worked in 
the community sector since 1981. He also has a particular interest in Human Rights, Politics’ Trade 
Unionism, and Transforming Conflicts to a peace full conclusion. He has been a prominent member 
of the Ulster Political Research group from 2000 and was part of the team who announced the 
successful decommissioning of UDA weapons. 

Frankie has studied for a degree in Community Development at Jordanstown and is heavily involved 
in developing empowerment through education routes within his community, especially for those 
who are isolated or marginalised and especially traditional subordinate groups. His particular 
interest is studying causes of poverty and structural inequalities with the view to developing systems 
that will eradicate poverty. 

He likes meeting people from different backgrounds and his personal interests are sport, golf and 
traveling. 

Naomi Long was born in 1971 in East Belfast where she was brought up and educated. She worked 

as a consultant engineer and researcher at Queen’s University Belfast before entering the realm of 

political life, when she joined the Alliance Party in 1994. 

Naomi has held various party positions throughout her political career from Education Spokesperson 

in 1999 where she campaigned for integrated schools, nursery education and lobbied to save local 

libraries from closures and budget cuts; Regional Development Spokesperson in 2007 where she 

improved road safety. She was elected Deputy Leader of the Alliance Party in February 2006. 

In June 2001, Naomi was elected as Alliance Councillor for Belfast Victoria at Belfast City Council, 

where she has represented her constituents on the Town Planning Committee, Strategic Policy & 

Resources Committee and as Chair of the Good Relations Steering Panel. Naomi was re-elected in 

the 2005 local elections with 17.5% of the vote for Belfast Victoria and also represented the Alliance 

Party for Belfast East in the general election that year. In 2009 Naomi was given the highest honour 

available to any councillor when elected by her colleagues to serve as Lord Mayor of Belfast for 

2009-10. 

Naomi Long represented the Alliance Party in the 2003 Northern Ireland Assembly Elections and was 

selected by the electorate to serve the East Belfast constituency. Naomi Long was elected again in 

the 2007 Assembly elections, with 18.8% of votes, just 52 votes shy of topping the poll. Naomi is 

Deputy Chair of OFMDFM Committee, Chair for the All Party Assembly Working Group on Visual 

Impairment, Deputy Chair for the All Party Assembly Working Group on Road Safety, member of the 

All Party Assembly Working Groups on International Development and Children & Young People. 

Naomi led a successful Westminster campaign in 2010 when she had gained the first ever 

Westminster seat for the Alliance Party in its 40 year history.  

Naomi is also a member of Bloomfield Presbyterian Church where she serves as a voluntary youth 

leader and is a member of the Church Choir. 

Basil McCrea MLA was elected in 2007 to the Northern Ireland Assembly as an Ulster Unionist Party 

(UUP) member for Lagan Valley. 

He is also a UUP Councillor on Lisburn City Council and a member of the Northern Ireland Policing 

Board and UUP spokesman on Education. 



Basil was educated at Belfast Royal Academy before attaining a Chemical Engineering degree from 

the University of Birmingham. He later attained a degree in Advanced Computer Technology from 

the University of Ulster. 

Duncan Morrow is the Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Community Relations Council which 

leads and supports change in Northern Ireland towards reconciliation, tolerance and mutual trust. 

From 1991 to 2002 he was a lecturer in Politics at the University of Ulster and a member of the 

Future Ways Programme which undertook action reserach and and delivered learning and training 

courses on issues of diversity, trust building and equity. With Future Ways he was a co-author of A 

Worthwhile Venture? - Practically Investing in Equity, Diversity and Interdependence in Northern 

Ireland (1997) which has provided a framework for community relations work. In his role as CEO of 

the Community Relations Council he has written numerous media articles and contributed to various 

publications. He is a Northern Ireland Sentence Review Commissioner , the body responsible for 

implementing the early release of paramilitary prisoners agreed as part of the Good  Friday 

Agreement. 

Pete Shirlow joined the School of Law at Queen’s University Belfast in 2007. Dr Shirlow began his 

career as a geography lecturer but over time has moved towards issues such as violence and equality 

legislation. Most of his work has been dedicated to analysing republican and loyalist violence and in 

particular the transition out of violence undertaken by these groups. Dr Shirlow has also studied how 

the ‘Troubles’ has impacted upon everyday life in segregated communities throughout Northern 

Ireland. Pete has also studied issues of post-imprisonment among former political prisoners and 

analysed the construction of fear with regard to ethno-sectarianism. Dr Shirlow has edited two 

books (Who are the People? and Development Ireland) and has recently co-authored the book 

Belfast: Segregation, Violence and the City, Beyond the Wire and Abandoning Historical Conflict. He 

has also published in journals such as Political Geography, Environment and Planning A, Urban 

Studies, Antipode and Capital and Class. He is on the editorial boards of Capital and Class, Irish 

Political Studies and International Planning Review. Dr Shirlow has also worked on various projects 

funded by the ESRC, Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust, Leverhume and OFM/DFM. His book The End 

of Ulster Loyalism? is to be published by Manchester University Press in 2012. 

RESEARCH OVERVIEW 

Michael Anderson has recently completed his doctoral thesis on power and identity in loyalist 

communities in Northern Ireland. He has conducted extensive research in working class areas of 

Sandy Row, Shankill Road and East Antrim. Dr Anderson holds a BA in Politics and Classics and an MA 

in politics from UCD.  

 


